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Hillcrest High School AgriScience Students Create Water Garden 
New FFA Jacket Patterns Designed 


On the Cover: FFA Emblem 

A cross section of an ear of corn is the foundation 
of the emblem, just as corn is the foundation of 
American agriculture and grown in every state. 

The rising sun signifies the promise of a new day in 


soil. The eagle is our national symbol, a reminder of 
our freedom and strength. The owl, long recognized 
for its wisdom, symbolizes the knowledge required to 
be successful in agriculture. The words “Agricultural 
Education” and the letters “FFA” symbolize the 
combination of learning and leadership essential 

for successful agriculture. 
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Hillcrest High School AgriScience Students Create 
Water Garden 


arly in 2004, Hillcrest Principal Steve Chamness discussed 

with agriscience teacher Mark Earle the possibility of a 

beautification project on the school grounds. With great 

excitement and determination, Earle and his students 
accepted the challenge of designing and installing a water garden in 
the courtyard. 

After months of planning, the students began preparing the area 
for the unique project. Agriscience students and FFA members Matt 
Polskin, Scott MacIntosh, Spencer Abercrombie and Alan Goolsby 
volunteered to continue working during the summer to remove the 
clay and water lines, shape the area for the pool, lay the liner, add the 
skimmer and carefully place each stone by hand. The pond was filled 
with water and the waterfall became operational. 

The students and Earle were joined by Jon Hanna, horticultural- 
ist for the City of Clemson, in designing the landscape plan. After 
much research and consideration, the plan was completed and plant 
materials purchased and appropriately placed. 

Principal Chamness 
is high in his praise of 
the agriscience students 
and Earle for creating 
the impressive _ site. 
“IT expect the water 


garden to be a popular 
place for faculty and 


Seated, from left, are FFA members Alan Goolsby ers ee 
and Spencer Abercrombie. Standing, from left, are students,” he said. 

Steve Chamness, Hillcrest High School principal; “Development of the 
Matt Polskin and Scott Macintosh, FFA members; 
and Mark Earle, agriscience teacher at Hillcrest High i : § 
School. special opportunity for 


new courtyard offered a 


students to transform 
classroom theory into 
practical, hands-on expe- 
rience,” Earle said. “We 
are grateful to Mr. 
Chamness for providing 


the funds to complete 
the project.” 


The scientifically Alan Goolsby and Spencer 
designed, professionally Abercrombie at the waterfall. 
installed and aesthetically pleasing water garden was opened for 
public view August 19. 


This project epitomizes the FFA mission, which is to develop stu- 


Scott Macintosh with Matt Polskin dents’ potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career 
in the water garden. success through agricultural education. 
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Walter P. Rawl and 


Our Business is Growing 


he Rawl family of Lexington 
County, S.C., has been widely 
recognized as a premier leader 
in vegetable production and 
marketing since the mid-1920s. Walter 
P. Rawl and his wife, Ernestine Price 
Rawl, began the business by canning 
peaches and vegetables for a regional 
market. The farm, which has grown to 
become Walter P. Rawl and Sons Inc., is 
a major grower, shipper and processor of 
quality fresh vegetables available in gro- 
cery stores and through food service dis- 
tributors in the eastern United States. 
Walter P. Rawl and Sons Inc. remains 
a traditional family farm, with nine fam- 
ily members in the organization. Family 
members work daily with a professional 
and skilled workforce of 180 employees. 


The business has provided a safe, afford- 
able and abundant food supply for three 


Walter P. Rawl and Sons Inc. family members: generations. Its mission statement reads in part, “We are committed to enhanc- 
seated, from left, are Howard Rawl, ing our position as the premier grower/shipper of quality fresh vegetables 
Joyce Bolin and Wayne RawI. : : i 
Standing, from left, are Bob Wingard, through research and innovative 

Susan Clifton, Charles Wingard, technologies, utilizing socially and 

Karen Johnson, Ashley Rawl and ave savellhy rBlemoring? 

De Rawl ironmentally responsible princi- 


ples while positively impacting our 
employees and our communities.” 
The Raw! farm utilizes the latest 


techniques in all field operations on 
its 1,700 acres. One hundred per- 
cent of the vegetables are grown in 


an Integrated Pest Management ae 2 Sia 
(IPM) Program, which employs biological controls and environmentally fr iend- 
ly cultural practices. Production equipment is consistently upgraded to increase 
efficiency. A comprehensive food safety program provides safety controls that 
pertain to inventory data, previous land use, seed variety, fertilizer history, pes- 
ticide control, water supply source, employee hygiene practices and harvest 
techniques. The company maintains detailed records and is inspected periodi- 


cally by third-party and customer food safety auditors. The company achieved 
and continues to maintain a superior food safety rating. 

A new agricultural support center located near Pelion, S.C., was recently 
opened. The new facility, including the marketing center, is adjacent to a state- 
of-the art packaging and distribution facility located within 20 miles of Columbia, 
S.C., and interstate highways. This facility includes more than 5,000 square feet 
of cold storage rooms, a 7,500-square-foot refrigerated loading room with 
12 sealed docks and a 10,000-square-foot vegetable packing area, all designed 
with features to maintain the company’s high standards of quality. A 7,500-square- 
foot fresh-cut processing facility is one of the finest in the industry and is almost 
100-percent automated, with drying technology and packaging equipment. 

The streamlined facilities and refrigerated tractor trailer fleet allow the com- 
pany to ship ultra-fresh vegetables overnight to any major city on the East Coast. 

Traditionally, collard greens are eaten on New Year's Day for good luck, 
according to Southern folklore. The Rawl farm gears up to market approxi- 
mately 50,000 boxes of the product during the last 10 days of December. It also 
grows, packages and markets mustard, turnip and kale greens, green onions, 
cilantro, parsley, turnip roots, beets and radishes throughout the year. 
Seasonally, it produces and markets yellow squash, zucchini, eggplant, 
asparagus, and jalapeno and specialty peppers. Value-added products include 
bagged collard greens, mustard greens, turnip greens, kale, asparagus and green 
onions. Newer products, including sliced yellow squash, zucchini, squash med- 
ley and pepper medley, are all packaged in clear plastic clam shells. 

As the Raw] family continues to look for new and improved products to offer 
its customers, it also tries hard not to forget its past and believes the Southern 
folklore that collard greens do indeed bring good luck. 


Walter P. Rawl & Sons, Inc. 


Building for a Dynamic Future 
: ee 
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The Lady & Sons 
Restaurant in 
Savannah, Ga., 
Serves Rawl’s Collard 
Greens Daily 


The Lady & Sons Restaurant in 
historic Savannah, Ga., serves 
Walter P. Rawl and Sons-produced 
collard greens at lunch and dinner 
seven days a week. 

Located at 102 West Congress 
Street, the restaurant is owned 
and operated by Paula Deen, a 
well-known author and TV per- 
sonality. She has appeared on 
“Good Morning America,” QVC 
and the Food TV network. 

Some experts term the food at 
The Lady & Sons Restaurant 
“Southern;” others call it 
“Georgia Coastal,” and still others 
say it is “Plantation Country 
Cuisine.” Deen describes her food 
as “good, home-cooked meals in 
an atmosphere of true Southern 
hospitality. “ 


Clemson University Researchers 


| | wom 


Only Blue Will Do 


eventy-five years of tradition surround the FFA 

jacket. Made of blue corduroy from the beginning, 

the jacket has undergone gradual changes over the 

years — changes that have had a significant impact 
on its look and fit. 

While researching the jacket’s history to develop a com- 
memorative version for FFA’s 75th anniversary celebration, 
staff at the National FFA Organization headquarters discov- 
ered that beyond subtle styling changes, the original blue had 
been modified to a shade that seemed more like purple. 
Likewise, the gold in the cloth emblem appeared more 


Travelers Rest FFA Members Front row, from left, Chris Baker, 
{ wk ay af 
emblem was lost. es 2 ean 9 Sarai Ande tn o2ck fom lf Ses 
When a contract to produce the emblems came up for bid, 

suppliers were asked to restore the design and color of the Organization contracted with Clemson University’s Apparel 

original emblem. Manufacturing of the new emblem began in Research Center in early 2004 to create new patterns that 

the fall of 2003, and jackets with the new emblems began _ will fit today’s students more appropriately. The new patterns 

shipping in the spring of 2004. were developed by Sara Betts, a Clemson research associate, 
with assistance of FFA members from the Anderson, West 

FFA Jacket Fit Changed to Reflect Oak, Travelers Rest and Blue Ridge chapters who served as 


fitting models for each stage of the design. Betts carefully 


' 
Today S Student reviewed the official jacket and made important changes to 


orange in appearance, and much of the detail in the original 


Over the past few years, many FFA members have 
expressed concerns about the fit and comfort of the official 
jacket. Realizing that it had been more than 15 years since 
the jacket patterns had been updated, the National FFA 


Anderson FFA Member Sam Anderson FFA Member Mark 
Kirby with Sara Betts Sanders with Sara Betts 


Design New Patterns 


improve its sizing and fit while retaining the classic 
look. “Changes were also made to make the manufacturing of the 
jacket easier,” Betts said. 

It was a natural fit to ask Clemson University’s Center 
for Apparel Research to do this project since it had com- 
pleted work on another project with one of the jacket 
manufacturers. “We couldn’t be happier with the 
design plan Sara Betts has put together for us and 
the progress that is being made,” said Lee Anne 
Shiller, an official with the 475,000-member 
National FFA Organization. 


SSUES 


The New Jacket 


Samples of the new jacket will be available for 
students to try on at this year’s National FFA Convention. 
In addition to the changes in the jacket’s fit, which will be 
significant, some early details will be re-introduced, such as 
double-needle stitching that was originally used on the side seams, 
underarms, sleeves and shoulders. Bringing back key elements that 
have been lost over time will result in more durable, higher-quality 
jackets with increased wearability. 

The FFA Advisors who cooperated with the pattern design project were 
Jay Copelan, Anderson; Stanley Gibson, West Oak; Jason Wigington, Travelers Rest; and 
Brenda Wright, Blue Ridge High School. 

Two full pages in the 2005 National FFA catalog discuss the restoration and re-design of the new jacket and 
pictorially features the South Carolina FFA members who assisted with the project. The catalog has been distributed 


to more than 7,500 FFA chapters nationwide. 


bias 


Blue Ridge FFA Members Randi Leigh Baxley and Carrie Lewis West Oak FFA Members Michael Lyle and 
Meghann Deaton 
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South Carolina’s FFA Officer Team in Action 


he 2004-2005 State FFA Officers are President Jamie V. Hughes, Pickens; Secretary Josh T. O’Rear, 
Aiken; Vice President Jonathan D. Dorn, Calhoun Falls; Vice President Ashley King, Manning; Vice 
President Jennifer Perkins, Myrtle Beach; and Vice President Ethan Sansbury, Latta. 


Seated, from left, are Ethan Sansbury, Jamie V. 
Hughes and Jonathan D. Dorn. Standing, from 
left, are Ashley King, Josh T. O’Rear and 
Jennifer Perkins. 


Jamie V. Hughes, /efi, with National FFA 
President Javier Moreno and Josh T. O’Rear 
at the National Leadership Conference for state 
presidents and secretaries in Washington, D.C. 


Ashley King and Ethan Sansbury at the 
National FFA Conference in Washington, D.C. 


Jonathan D. Dorn and James Barker, Clemson 
University president, addressed the state conference 
of agricultural educators at Clemson University 


Josh T. O’Rear and Jennifer Perkins ride in 
the Lexington County Peach Festival parade in a 
convertible driven by Gilbert FFA Advisor Derrick 
Cooper. The Gilbert FFA float is in the background. 


Nick McNair, vice president of AgFirst Farm 

Credit Bank, met with Jennifer Perkins, Ethan 
Sansbury, Jonathan D. Dorn, Jamie V. 
Hughes, Josh T. O’Rear and Ashley King to 
discuss AgFirst’s services to agriculture in the eastern 
United States. AgFirst Bank is a major supporter of 
the SC FFA. 

Jonathan Rivers, left, Pee Dee Region FFA Star 
Farmer from the Central FFA Chapter, presents one 
of his watermelons to Jamie Hughes and Josh T. 
O’Rear following the SC Watermelon Festival in 
Pageland. 

Jamie V. Hughes, /efi, with Campbell McLeod, 


an official with McLeod Farms in McBee, and Josh 
T. O'Rear at the McLeod Farms Peach Festival. 


he State FFA Convention held at Clemson University 

and in Anderson boasted a record-breaking atten- 

dance. The convention was presided over by President 

John Lesaine Jr. of Manning and fellow state officers 
Alex Gleason of Calhoun Falls, Allison Waggoner of Pendleton, 
Lauren Holden of Starr, Bryan Lowman of Aiken and Rachel 
McLeod of McBee. 

Larry Greer, a member of the Anderson County Council, 
spearheaded the successful effort to hold the banquet in the 
Anderson County Civic Center. 

Jay Coplan, agricultural education teacher at Hanna- 
Westside Campus in Anderson, and Anderson FFA members 
did a tremendous job decorating the hall for the Awards and 
Recognition Banquet. FFA members from FFA chapters in 
Anderson County served as Courtesy Corps. Belton-Honea Path 
FFA Advisor Glenn Stevens secured an organ from Farr Music 


More than 800 attended the first State FFA Association 
Awards and Recognition Banquet in the spacious Anderson 
County Civic Center. 


House at no cost to the SCFFA for use during the banquet. 
The organist was Steve Grant from Anderson. 


Anne Knapke, National FFA Vice President from Oxford, 
Ohio, addressed the State FFA Convention Awards and 
Recognition Banquet at the Anderson County Civic Center. 


Dr. Louis B. Lynn, president of EnviroAgScience Inc., 
Columbia, S.C., and a trustee of Clemson University, addressed 
the opening session of the State FFA Convention and attended 
the Awards and Recognition Banquet, where he was awarded 
the Honorary State FFA Degree. 


State Representative Marty Coates of Florence, S.C., a widely 
known motivational speaker and a former National FFA Officer, 
was the keynote speaker for the State Convention. 


State Representative Ronald Townsend of Anderson, 
S.C., addressed the State FFA Awards and Recognition 
Banquet. Townsend, chairman of the House Education and 
Public Works Committee, was presented a Special Service 
Award by Glenn Stevens, agricultural education teacher 
at Belton-Honea Path High School, on behalf of the agricul- 
tural educators and FFA menibers in Anderson County. 


Larry Greer, a member of the Anderson County Council 
and a retired agricultural educator, addressed the Awards 
and Recognition Banquet. Greer, chairman of the Local 
Arrangements Committee for the event, was presented the 
Distinguished Service Award by the SC FFA. 


Hilton Rogers presents Darla Simons, a 
member of the Strom Thurmond Technology 
Center FFA Chapter, with the Hilton V. Rogers 
FFA Scholarship sponsored in his honor by the 
SC AgriChemicals and Fertilizer Association. 
Simons is a freshman at Clemson University 
majoring in agricultural education. 


Ben Gibson, a member of the West Oak High 
School FFA Chapter, was named recipient of the 
SC Young Farmer and Agribusiness Association 
Scholarship. He is a freshman at Clemson 
University majoring in agricultural education. 
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Star Farmer for 2004 


State FFA Star Farmer Finalists : 


Te 


Hugh Bland, left, agricultural education teacher at Strom 


Thurmond Technology Center; Dianne Wall, mother of W.C. Jonathan Rivers, Garry Beckett, 
Wall; Marie Stiles, executive director, SC Cooperative Council, Central FFA Chapter Estill FFA Chapter 
sponsor of the award; Dennis Wall, father of W.C. Wall; W.C. Tim Maye and Ashli Thomas Dawkins, 
Wall; and Dan Henderson, agricultural education teacher at Young, Advisors Advisor 


Strom Thurmond Technology Center. The Cooperative Council 
provides $1,200 for the winner and advisor to attend the 
National FFA Convention 


State FFA Star in Agribusiness 


James P. Morgan, Strom Thurmond FFA Chapter 


State FFA Star in Agribusiness Finalists 


> OR. 


Hugh Bland, left, agricultural education teacher at Strom 
Thurmond Technology Center; Brooks Morgan, James P. 
Morgan, Mary Morgan and Dan Henderson, agricultural 


education teacher. Brooks and Mary Morgan are James’ Ethan Sansbury, Tripp Dowling, Darla Simons, 
parents. This award ts sponsored by Southern States, Inc., Latta FFA Chapter — Edisto FFA Chapter — Strom Thurmond 
which provides $500 for the recipient to attend the National Annette Kirton, Advisor Barry Hawkins, Advisor Technology Center 


FFA Chapter 
Hugh Bland and 
Dan Henderson, 
Advisors 


FFA Convention. 


wd | 


ight FFA Chapters received the prestigious Gold 


ding FFA Chapters in Sout 


Emblem Award during the National Chapter 


Recognition Ceremony at the State FFA 


Convention held at Clemson University in June. 
They were Belton-Honea Path, Manning, Loris, Aiken, 
McBee, Wagener-Salley, B.J. Skelton and the Myrtle Beach 
Chapter at Carolina forest High School. 

In addition to the Gold Emblem Award, the Belton-Honea 
Path Chapter was awarded the Governor's Citation as the 


From left, Larry Rogers, USDA Farm Service 


From left, Larry Rogers, Charles Springs; 


h Carolina 


state champion in Community Development. The Manning 
Chapter received the citation as state winner in the Student 
Development category, and Loris received the citation 
as tops in the Chapter Development category by officials 
of the USDA Farm Service Agency, which sponsors the 
program. The SC Rural Rehabilitation Corporation 
co-sponsors the program and awarded the top three chapters 
a check for $1,000. 


From left, Larry Rogers, Charles Springs; 


Agency official; Charles Springs, executive 
director, SC Rural Rehabilitation 


Michael Haynes, FFA Advisor, Manning 
High School; Tanisha Thames, chapter 


Ben Hardee, FFA Advisor, Loris High School; 
Chris Bellamy, a Loris chapter officer; and 


Corporation; Glenn Stevens, FFA Advisor, 
Belton-Honea Path High School; Loren 
Hodgens, Chapier President; and Wesley 
Harris, USDA Farm Service Agency official. 
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officer; and Wesley Harris 


Wesley Harris. 


FFA Advisor Joe Wilson with Toni Lowman, an officer of the 


Aiken FFA Chapter. 


ND 


Vl 


FFA Advisor Steve McCannon with Elle Ellis, 2003-04 President of 
the B.]. Skelton FFA Chapter. 


Allen Wright, am officer of the McBee FFA Chapter, with W. Pat 
Earle, Advisor. 


4 Kellie Williams, an officer of the Wagener-Salley FFA Chapter, 


with Advisor Allen Williams. 


2005-04 President Jennifer Perkins, Myrtle Beach FFA Chapter at 
Carolina Forest High School with Advisor Harry Dubose. 


_ McBee, S.C. 


- Steve McCannon, 
President-Elect, 
Easley, S.C. 


Barry Hawkins, 
Secretary-Treasurer, 
Cordova, S.C. 


Joe Wilson, 
Past-President, 
Aiken, S.C. 


Vice Presidents 
Abbie Piotrowsky, 
Easley, S.C. 


Roger Estridge, 
Kershaw, S.C. 


Ben Hardee, Loris, S.C. 


Christopher LeMaster, 
Warrenville, S.C. 


Associate Vice 
Presidents 

Jeff Murdock, 
Ware Shoals, S.C. 


Ernest Manning, 
Winnsboro, S.C. 


Al Gray, Hartsville, S.C. 


M. Pat Black, 
Branchville, S.C. 


Agricultural Educators Meet at 


Clemson University 
Highlights ot Annual pouuerence 


James F. Barker, 
Clemson University 
president, welcomes 
Jerry Holley of 
McBee, S.C. 


he SC Agricultural Educators 

Association, a professional organiza- 

tion of agricultural educators and 

retired and former agricultural edu- 
cators from middle schools, high schools and 
Clemson University, held its annual conference at 
Clemson University, July 22-24. 

The conference was planned and coordinated 
by Dr. Phil M. Fravel, a member of Clemson’s 
agricultural education faculty and coordinator 
for the Piedmont and Mid-State Agricultural 
Education Administrative Regions, in concert 


with the association's executive committee. 


From left, Dr. H. Wayne Beam, Cary D. Chamblee, W. Pat Earle, 
Darla Simons and Patricia Bryan. Earle is the new President of the 
SC Agricultural Educators Association 


Professional workshops in agricultural 
engineering, animal science, turf management, 
greenhouse management, soil science, weed con- 
trol and global positioning systems (GPS) were a 
major part of the program. 

Jerry Holley of McBee, chairman of the 
Chesterfield County School Board, addressed the 
Awards and Recognition Banquet, along with 
Jonathan D. Dorn, Calhoun Falls, Vice President 
of the SC FFA Association. 

A special session on “Effectively Marketing 
Agricultural Education in the 21st Century” 
included addresses by Dr. H. Wayne Beam, 
president of Beam, Shannon and Associates, 
Columbia; Cary D. 
director, SC Department of Natural Resources, 
Columbia; Patricia Bryan, counselor, Strom 


Chamblee, associate 


Thurmond Technology Center, Johnston; and 
Darla Simons, past president of the Strom 
Thurmond Technology Center FFA Chapter. 

Other speakers included Billy Keels, state 
director of Agricultural Education with Clemson 
University, Columbia; and Keith Cox, executive 
secretary of the SC FFA, also with Clemson 
University, Florence. 

James F. Barker, Clemson University presi- 
dent, addressed a joint luncheon of the 
Agricultural Educators and the SC Young 
Farmer and Agribusiness Association members, 
as did State Representative Ronald Townsend, 
chairman of the House Education and Public 
Works Committee, Anderson. 


SC Young Farmer and Agribusiness 
Association Tour Held at Clemson 


University 


he annual Summer Tour of the 
SC Young Farmer and Agri- 
business Association was held 
at Clemson University, July 23- 
24. James F. Barker, Clemson University 
president, opened the event by addressing 
a joint luncheon with the SC Agricultural 
Educators Association. 
President John F. McGee of Anderson pre- 
sented Barker with the first Honorary Life 


Association 


Membership in the association for his 
superb leadership and support of agri- 
culture and, specifically, agricultural 
education. 

Chris Corzine, agricultural educa- 
tion teacher at Crescent High School, 


John F. McGee, left, congratulates 
Clemson University President James 
F. Barker upon receiving the 
Honorary Life Membership Award. 


planned and coordinated the successful event, which included a visit to Tri- 
County Technical College, Yoders Greenhouses in Pendleton, the Clemson 
University Aquaculture Facility and the Clemson University football fields. 


Wilson Named Chart Of | 
SC FFA Board of Directors 


Joe Wilson, agricultural edu- 
cation teacher at Aiken High 
School and immediate past 
president of the SC Agricul- 
tural Educators Association, 
has been named Chairman of 
the SC FFA Board of Directors. 
Other board members 
P include agricultural educa- 
tors Allen Williams of Wagener; Steve 
McCannon, Easley; Glenn Stevens, Honea Path; 
Tommy Harmon, Lexington; W. Pat Earle, 
McBee; Michael Haynes, Manning; Dr. Curtis 
White, and Dr. Philip M. Fravel, Clemson 
University. 


SC Young Farmer and 
Agribusiness Association 
Convention Set for Hilton Head 


The 2005 State Convention of the SC Young 
Farmer and Agribusiness Association will be 
held at the Westin Resort in Hilton Head, S.C, 
January 21-22, according to John F. McGee, 
association president. 

Details about the convention are available 
on the Clemson University agricultural 
education Web page. 


Alpha Tau Aloha Members Installed at Clemson University 


wenty-six new members of Alpha Tau Alpha were 
installed into the Clemson University Chapter at a spe- 


cial ceremony earlier this year. 


Alpha Tau Alpha is a national professional honorary 


highest standards of agricultural education, including scholarship 
and leadership. 


Dr. Philip M. Fravel, an agricultural education faculty member 


agricultural education organization designed to promote the 
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at Clemson, is the advisor. 


Seated, from left, are Katie Hulse, 
Felicia Starr, Lori Rhodes, Beth 
Turpin, Megan Dickerson, Jaime 
Keller, Libby Hrlic, Halicine Van 
Brink, Anna Harris and Chase 
Melntosh. Standing, from left, 
are Nate Bellamy, Ben Rodgers, 
David Brooks, Michael Martin, 
Jim Thaxton, Daren Atkins, Mike 
Loveless, Tim Keown, Roger 
Estridge, Joseph Hord, Garrett 
Howard, Daniel Griffin, Chad Ayers, 
Edward Greggs, Tom Willingham 
and Jeff Whisenhunt. 


New Agricultural Educators 
Attend Seminar at Clemson 
University 


SC agricultural educators Amanda Nichols, Annette Kirton, 
Mark Earle, David Brooks, Beth Whisenhunt and Josh McCall 
were among those new teachers who participated in a seminar 
conducted by the agricultural education program at Clemson 
University earlier this year. Dr. Tom Dobbins, standing, program 
coordinator for agricultural education, led some of the technology 
training sessions. 


AgriBiz! Spotlight 


} je 


Erin Brock, a senior at Abbeville High 
School and Vice President of the Abbeville 
FFA Chapter, was named the Outstanding 
FFA Member of her chapter earlier this 
year. An honor roll student, Brock has 
been a member of the Abbeville FFA 
Parliamentary Procedure Team, the Dairy 
Judging Team and the Horse Judging 


“=== Team. She serves as an assistant to Fred 


Raines, agricultural education teacher and FFA Advisor. 


Doug McCormick, a 2004 graduate of 
McBee High School and a freshman at 
Clemson University majoring in agricultur- 
al education, was featured in The 
Hartsville Messenger and The Anderson 
Independent during the summer. He is 
nationally known for his musical talent. 
He sang the national anthem at an 


opening session of the 2003 National FFA Convention and a song he 
wrote titled “FFA Pride” at two National Conventions and at the State 
FFA Convention. His FFA Advisor is W. Pat Earle, agricultural 
education teacher at McBee. 
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Myrtle Beach FFA at Carolina Forest 
Annual Golf Tournament 


A 
MyrtleWood Golf Club # > 


le Beach, SG ™ 


8/00) aim) Registratio 
S00 amy Shotgun)start. 


Berry Named Member of 
Pendleton Farmers Society 


Blake Berry 
FARMERS HALL of Fountain 
Built 1626-1628 ’ | «Inn, S.C., has 


Home 
been selected 


of 
Pendleton bir ioe ge Society. 


writin: this hall x f for member- 
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the plans for the found) 
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prestigious 
and_ historic 
Pendleton Farmers Society. 

A former president of the SC FFA Association 
and State FFA Star in Agribusiness, Berry is a sen- 
ior at Clemson University majoring in agricultural 
education. 

Organized in 1815, the society has met in the 
Farmers Hall on the square in Pendleton since 
1828. The building is the oldest farmers hall in con- 
tinuous use in the nation. It was at a meeting of 
the society that Thomas Green Clemson first dis- 
cussed the possibility of establishing a land grant 
institution, now known as Clemson University. 

Berry, a graduate of Hillcrest High School, is the 
son of Michael and Rebecca Berry. 
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National Young Farmer 
Association 
Educational Institute 


Program Highlights 


Disney’s Animal Kingdom Theme Park Young Agricultural Leaders Seminar 
Tours of Florida’s Agri-Industry Agricultural Spokesperson Finals 
Agricultural Decision-Makers College Epcot Experience 


For detailed conference information, visit www.nyfea.org/public/nationalinstitute2004 
For hotel reservations, call 1-800-782-4414 
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We’ll be there when you need us... 
generation after generation. 


At Farm Credit, a cooperative owned by the people who use us, we have served 
_ the needs of rural Americans for generations. In fact, for over 85 years we have 
been a dependable source of credit to agriculture. 


We make loans at competitive interest rates for all kinds of purposes. We also 
provide many other finandaal services. Our loan officers are knowledgeable and 
can help tailor a financial package to fit your situation. 


So, whether you are a commercial operator, a part-time farmer or simply like 
living in the country, we want to do business with you. 


And we'll be there for future generations. 


1-800-673-3999 


www.agfirst.com 


Farm CREDIT 


Loans for agriculture and a whole lot more. 


They re basic necessities of life:.. 
And theyre all provided by farmers: 
Some folks may take farmers for granted! 


Not us. We're the South Carolina 
Farm Bureau Federation; 

a non-profit advocacy organization 
working to promote agriculture, 
SC’s second largest indisstry: 


Our mission is to promote agricultural interests in the 
State of South Carolina ‘and to optimize the lives of those 
inyolyed in agriculture while being respectful to the needs 
and concems of all citizens in our state. 


Over 130,500 families across the state take | souTH CAROLINA 
advantage of the many benefits available to ow 
SC Farm Bureau member families. 


Callus today for more information. 


1-800-628-4571 


